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Hi,


Attached is today’s EPA update for Hurricane Maria in both English and Spanish.


 


Press (press@epa.gov)


EPA Hurricane Maria Update for Thursday, October 26
 


WASHINGTON (October 26, 2017)—The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continues its
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Contacto: (press@epa.gov) 



Actualización de la EPA sobre el Huracán María correspondiente 



al jueves 26 de octubre 
 



WASHINGTON (26 de octubre de 2017)—La Agencia de Protección Ambiental (EPA, por sus siglas en inglés) de los 



EE.UU. continúa su respuesta las 24 horas ante los Huracanes María e Irma en estrecha coordinación con socios 



federales, del Estado Libre Asociado, de territorios y locales. La EPA continúa enfocada en los impactos ambientales y las 



amenazas potenciales a la salud humana así como la seguridad de quienes se encuentran en las áreas afectadas.  



zLa EPA continúa trabajando con FEMA, el Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de los EE.UU. y los gobiernos de Puerto Rico 



y las Islas Vírgenes Estadounidenses (USVI) en cuanto a la estrategia general de administración de los escombros para 



evitar que ingresen desechos peligrosos al medio ambiente, maximizando a la vez la labor de reciclado al segregar las 



pilas de escombros y minimizar la cantidad de desechos que se destinan a los rellenos sanitarios. La EPA asistirá con la 



manipulación y eliminación de desechos domésticos peligrosos, desechos médicos, desechos electrónicos y 



contenedores abandonados, que incluyen tambores, tanques, recipientes para líquidos, envases y contenedores 



similares que se hallan flotando o a orillas de los cuerpos de agua. La EPA planea vigilar la calidad del aire en los centros 



de acopio y durante todas las operaciones con materiales peligrosos. 



 



 



La EPA continúa coordinando con los gobiernos locales en Puerto Rico y las USVI para evaluar las condiciones del agua 



de beber, incluyendo muestreo, análisis y apoyo de laboratorio, y para lograr poner en funcionamiento los sistemas de 



tratamiento de aguas sanitarias. La misión de la EPA también incluye la respuesta ante derrames de petróleo y 



sustancias químicas, evaluaciones de instalaciones petroleras y químicas y el manejo de escombros.   



Personal  



La EPA continúa desplegando personal en Puerto Rico y las Islas Vírgenes Estadounidenses según lo permitan las 



condiciones. Al 26 de octubre de 2017: 



Pilas de escombros que requieren segregación de materiales reciclables, vegetales y 
peligrosos en Guayama, Puerto Rico 
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• Aproximadamente 289 empleados trabajan actualmente en las labores de respuesta ante huracanes. 



• Aproximadamente 69 empleados están en terreno en las USVI para asistir con las labores de respuesta. 



• Aproximadamente 119 empleados están en terreno en Puerto Rico para asistir con las labores de respuesta.  



   



Operaciones marítimas 



La EPA está trabajando con los Guardacostas de los EE.UU. en operaciones marítimas para evaluar embarcaciones 



hundidas en la costa este de Puerto Rico y las USVI.  



Los equipos localizarán y evaluarán la condición de las embarcaciones hundidas y asistirán para desechar petróleo y 



materiales peligrosos recuperados. Los equipos de campo han verificado aproximadamente 251 embarcaciones.    



Evaluación de sitios Superfund, sitios de petróleo e instalaciones reguladas 



La EPA ha terminado las evaluaciones preliminares de los sitios de Superfund dirigidos por la EPA, sitios de petróleo e 



instalaciones químicas tanto en Puerto Rico como en las USVI para determinar si fueron afectados por el Huracán María, 



y está aplicando medidas de seguimiento, como reparaciones de cercas y estructuras. Además, la EPA está coordinando 



con las agencias federales principales para otros dos sitios, Culebra y Vieques.  



Los equipos de la EPA han llevado a cabo evaluaciones en 240 instalaciones fijas en Puerto Rico y 65 en las USVI que 



están reguladas por el Plan de Administración de Riesgos (Risk Management Plan, RMP), el Plan de Respuesta en 



Instalaciones (Facility Response Plan, FRP), o los programas de Prevención, Control y Contramedidas de Derrames (Spill 



Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure, SPCC).   



Manejo del agua de beber y aguas sanitarias 



La EPA continúa coordinando el muestreo del agua de beber con el Departamento de Recursos Naturales de las USVI. En 



Puerto Rico, la EPA sigue trabajando estrechamente con el gobierno del Estado Libre Asociado para evaluar tanto el 



agua de beber como los sistemas de aguas sanitarias.   



Seguridad del agua 



Conforme lo indican los Centros para el Control y la Prevención de Enfermedades (CDC), la gente no debe usar el agua 



de ríos, arroyos ni agua costera para beber, bañarse, lavar o cocinar a menos que hierva primero esta agua por un 



mínimo de un minuto. Si no es posible hervir el agua, puede desinfectarse el agua con cloro. Para conocer más detalles 



acerca de cómo hacer segura el agua en una emergencia, visite la página web de los CDC 



https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/emergency/drinking/making-water-safe-es.html. 



Infórmese acerca de los detalles y las actualizaciones visitando: www.epa.gov/hurricane-maria.   



### 
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Press (press@epa.gov) 



EPA Hurricane Maria Update for Thursday, October 26 
 



WASHINGTON (October 26, 2017)—The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continues its round-the-clock 



response to Hurricanes Maria and Irma in close coordination with federal, commonwealth, territory, and local partners. 



EPA remains focused on environmental impacts and potential threats to human health as well as the safety of those in 



the affected areas.  



EPA continues to work with FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Puerto Rico and USVI governments on an 



overall debris management strategy to keep hazardous waste out of the environment while maximizing recycling efforts 



by segregating debris piles and minimizing the amount of waste going to landfills. EPA will assist with the handling and 



disposal of household hazardous waste, medical waste, e-waste, and orphan containers, which include drums, tanks, 



fluid totes, canisters and similar containers found floating in or washed up near waterways. EPA plans to conduct air 



monitoring at collection areas and during all hazardous materials operations. 



   



EPA is continuing to coordinate with government agencies in Puerto Rico and the USVI to assess the conditions of 



drinking water, which includes sampling, analysis and lab support, and getting wastewater treatment systems up and 



running. EPA’s missions also include oil and chemical spill response, oil and chemical facility assessments and debris 



management.   



Personnel  



EPA continues to deploy personnel to Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands as conditions allow. As of October 26, 2017: 



• About 289 personnel are currently involved in hurricane response efforts. 



• About 69 personnel are on the ground in USVI to assist with response efforts. 



• About 119 personnel are on the ground in Puerto Rico to assist with response efforts.  



   



Debris piles requiring segregation of recyclable, vegetative and hazardous materials in 
Guayama, Puerto Rico 
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Marine Operations 



EPA is working with the US Coast Guard on marine operations to assess sunken vessels on the eastern coast of Puerto 



Rico and USVI.  



Teams will locate and evaluate the condition of sunken vessels and assist with the disposal of recovered oil and 



hazardous materials. Approximately 251 vessels have been verified from field teams.    



Assessment of Superfund Sites, Oil Sites and Regulated Facilities  



EPA has completed preliminary assessments at EPA-led Superfund sites, oil sites, and chemical facilities in both Puerto 



Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to determine if the sites were affected by Hurricane Maria, and is conducting follow-up 



actions, such as fence and structure repairs. In addition, EPA is coordinating with the lead federal agencies for two other 



sites, Culebra and Vieques.  



EPA teams have assessed 240 fixed facilities in Puerto Rico and 65 in the USVI that are regulated under the Risk 



Management Plan (RMP), Facility Response Plan FRP), or Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) 



programs.   



Drinking Water and Wastewater Management 



EPA continues to coordinate drinking water sampling with the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Natural Resources. In 



Puerto Rico, EPA continues to work closely with the commonwealth government to assess both drinking water and 



wastewater systems.  



Water Safety 



According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), people should not use the water from rivers, 



streams and coastal water to drink, bathe, wash, or to cook with unless first boiling this water for a minimum of one 



minute. If boiling the water is not possible, water may be disinfected with bleach. To learn more about making water 



safe in an emergency, go to CDC’s Making Water Safe in an Emergency web page. 



For information and updates, visit: www.epa.gov/hurricane-maria.   



### 
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Debris piles requiring segregation of recyclable, vegetative and hazardous materials in 



Guayama, Puerto Rico 
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round-the-clock response to Hurricanes Maria and Irma in close coordination with federal,
commonwealth, territory, and local partners. EPA remains focused on environmental impacts and
potential threats to human health as well as the safety of those in the affected areas.


EPA continues to work with FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Puerto Rico and USVI
governments on an overall debris management strategy to keep hazardous waste out of the
environment while maximizing recycling efforts by segregating debris piles and minimizing the
amount of waste going to landfills. EPA will assist with the handling and disposal of household
hazardous waste, medical waste, e-waste, and orphan containers, which include drums, tanks, fluid
totes, canisters and similar containers found floating in or washed up near waterways. EPA plans to
conduct air monitoring at collection areas and during all hazardous materials operations.


 


 


EPA is continuing to coordinate with government agencies in Puerto Rico and the USVI to assess the
conditions of drinking water, which includes sampling, analysis and lab support, and getting
wastewater treatment systems up and running. EPA’s missions also include oil and chemical spill
response, oil and chemical facility assessments and debris management. 


Personnel 
EPA continues to deploy personnel to Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands as conditions allow. As of
October 26, 2017:


About 289 personnel are currently involved in hurricane response efforts.
About 69 personnel are on the ground in USVI to assist with response efforts.
About 119 personnel are on the ground in Puerto Rico to assist with response efforts.


Marine Operations
EPA is working with the US Coast Guard on marine operations to assess sunken vessels on the eastern
coast of Puerto Rico and USVI.


Teams will locate and evaluate the condition of sunken vessels and assist with the disposal of
recovered oil and hazardous materials. Approximately 251 vessels have been verified from field
teams.  


Assessment of Superfund Sites, Oil Sites and Regulated Facilities 
EPA has completed preliminary assessments at EPA-led Superfund sites, oil sites, and chemical
facilities in both Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to determine if the sites were affected by
Hurricane Maria, and is conducting follow-up actions, such as fence and structure repairs. In addition,
EPA is coordinating with the lead federal agencies for two other sites, Culebra and Vieques.


EPA teams have assessed 240 fixed facilities in Puerto Rico and 65 in the USVI that are regulated
under the Risk Management Plan (RMP), Facility Response Plan FRP), or Spill Prevention, Control, and
Countermeasure (SPCC) programs. 


Drinking Water and Wastewater Management
EPA continues to coordinate drinking water sampling with the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of
Natural Resources. In Puerto Rico, EPA continues to work closely with the commonwealth
government to assess both drinking water and wastewater systems.


Water Safety
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), people should not use the water
from rivers, streams and coastal water to drink, bathe, wash, or to cook with unless first boiling this
water for a minimum of one minute. If boiling the water is not possible, water may be disinfected with
bleach. To learn more about making water safe in an emergency, go to CDC’s Making Water Safe in an
Emergency web page.


For information and updates, visit: www.epa.gov/hurricane-maria. 


###


 



https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/emergency/drinking/making-water-safe.html

https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/emergency/drinking/making-water-safe.html

http://usepa.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.31%3a2-%3eLCE583339%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=5612811&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=41555&Action=Follow+Link







